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The Pulse of the District…  
 Strategic Health Planning 
 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for New WIC/Immunization Clinic 
 GCHD Financial Audit Presented to Boards 

 
GCHD Starts 2010-2015 Strategic Health Planning 
Harlan “Mark” Guidry, MD, MPH, Chief Executive Officer held a meeting with Board members and GCHD 
management on Friday, January 29th at Runge Park to begin the process of developing the draft 2010-
2015 Strategic Health Plan.  The draft plan will be widely circulated for community feedback during the 
month of March.  Dr. Guidry presented a draft plan to the Boards at their February meetings for their 
consideration and input.  The final plan is scheduled for adoption at the March meeting of the Boards. 
Once approved by the Boards, the final plan will be distributed to the public and the Health District will 
begin tracking and evaluating its progress annually.   
 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for New WIC/Immunization Clinic 
On February 16th, WIC and Immunization held a ribbon cutting/open house at their new facility located at 
3411 Gulf Freeway in Dickinson. Several officials were in attendance including County Judge 
Yarborough, The Mayor of Dickinson Julie Masters, Julie Johnston, Dickinson City Administrator and 
Mary Dunbaugh, Dickinson City Council.  The press release can be found at 
www.gchd.org/press/2010/New-WIC-Dickinson2-5-10.htm. Below is a photograph from the ribbon cutting.  
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GCHD 2009 Financial Audit Presented to Boards 
At the February Board meetings, the United Board of Health and the 4C’s Governing Board reviewed and 
considered for adoption the Single Agency Audit for the period ending September 30, 2009.  The audit 
firm Sanderson, Knox and CO. L.L.P. issued an unqualified audit opinion.  
 

STOP THE FLU Campaign  
As of February 16, 2010, Epidemiology Services continues to conduct surveillance with local hospitals, 
medical providers and independent school districts throughout the county.   From August 1st to February 
16th, the Health District has received a total of 920 positive flu cases (106 H1N1, 452 Flu A, 5 Flu B, 357 
Undifferentiated Flu). Of the reported H1N1 cases to date, there have been 8 hospitalizations and two 
deaths in a 31-year old and a 48-year old, both Galveston Island residents. 

 From January 20th to February 16th, local schools reported to Epidemiology Services an average 
of 15 cases of daily ILIs and 5.15%. Both daily ILIs and absences have decreased compared to 
the last 6 week cycle (October 19th to November 24th) at 34 and 5.4%, respectively.  Due to the 
low flu activity in the county, Galveston County Health District is no longer recommending daily 
collection of surveillance data.  Resurgence of flu activity in the schools should be reported to 
GCHD Epidemiology Services. 

 Chantea Palmer is a Health Educator that will be visiting schools in Galveston County to provide 
health education to students on H1N1.  Ms. Palmer has met with Dickinson ISD nurses to discuss 
her activities and is scheduled to meet with Texas City Nurses in March.  She will be conducting 
presentations and providing incentives to students, teachers, parents, and nurses throughout 
Galveston County.  The grant which supports these activities will expire at the end of July. 

 GCHD continues promoting H1N1 vaccinations which are being dispensed daily at the La Marque 
Headquarters, 9AM to 4PM daily.  A total as of February 13th is more than 11,000.  A press 
release issued January 22nd also announced community outreach locations where the public could 
access the shot.  Find the release at www.gchd.org/press/2010/H1N1012210.htm. GCHD placed 
an advertisement that ran on the front page of the Galveston County Daily News February 11th 
promoting the availability of the free H1N1 vaccinations.  For immunization clinic locations and 
hours go to the GCHD web site at http://www.gchd.org/chn/IMM.htm . 

 

 

Office of Public Information: For more information, please contact Kurt Koopmann, Public Information 

Officer, at (409) 938-2211 or email (kkoopman@gchd.org).  

 New hours of operation for the Joe Vickery Animal shelter were announced in a press release 
issued on January 28th.  New hours will be Tuesday through Saturday, 12 noon to 6 p.m.  All of 
the information is posted at www.gchd.org/press/2010/shelter-hours012810.htm. 

 

4C’s Clinic Updates: For more information, please contact Patrick Butler, 4C’s Business Director, at (409) 

949-3406 or email pbutler@gchd.org  or Pam Jahnke, RN, Strategic Plan Evaluator at (409) 938-2256 or email 
pjahnke@gchd.org. 
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 County Indigent - Executive staff continues to work with County Officials to clarify the County’s 
Policy regarding eligibility, streamlining and defining asset testing, clarifying services covered 
and/or excluded, defining the roles of GCHD and the roles of the County, and determining staffing 
needs.  Executive staff is also working to update GCHD’s staff procedures for its role in the 
County Indigent Healthcare Program. County Officials agreed to increase the eligibility 
requirement to 100% of the federal poverty level for the Program effective January 1, 2010. Thru 
the Galveston County Indigent Program, Galveston County pays for hospital and specialty care for 
patients at or below the 100% of federal poverty level. As of Monday, February 15 2010, there 
were approximately 153 patients approved on the County Indigent Program.  

 SSBG Case Managers - Two RN Case Managers have started work to assist 4C’s patients who 
have been affected by Hurricane Ike.  The Health District received funding from a Social Service 
Block Grant through Houston-Galveston Area Council and the Health and Human Services 
Commission.  Patients eligible for case management are those who were living in Galveston 
County during Hurricane Ike and who have financial barriers to accessing specialty care since the 
storm.  Case Managers will assist patients with medical management of chronic conditions, 
assistance to apply for funding programs and by making referrals to other social service agencies 
for a wide array of services.  The SSBG funding was provided to a collaborative group of local 
agencies.  This program will continue through the end of September, 2010.    

 
Office of Community Health Services: For more information, please contact Cassandra 

Arceneaux, MD, MPH, Director of Community Health Programs at (409) 938-2456 or email 
carceneaux@gchd.org.   

 D’FEET Annual Meeting - On February 10th D’FEET held its annual site visit meeting for 2009. 
Dr. Arceneaux provided a presentation to D’FEET and the Komen Foundation, the funding 
organization behind D’FEET.  Dr. Arceneaux provided a comprehensive look at what the program 
has accomplished since its inception with Galveston County Health District. GCHD provided 672 
screening mammograms in 2009 to women who qualify for the program. 

 Staff Vacancies – A BCCS Case Coordinator, Part Time Immunization clerk & Part Time Senior 
Services Coordinator are currently vacant and have recently been posted on the Health District’s     
website at www.gchd.org.    
 

Office of Environmental Health Services: For more information, please contact Ronnie Schultz, 

Director of Environmental Health Services, at (409) 938-2314 or email rschultz@gchd.org  

 Train Derailment in Santa Fe – Health District officials were on-scene early Thursday morning 
(2/18/2010) as a result of 22 train cars that derailed in the City of Santa Fe.  A mandatory 
evacuation ordered early in the event was lifted two hours into the incident.  Investigation 
determined that a leak from one of the tankers was asphalt-based oil and the other a solid waste 
material that was determined to not be a threat to the public.  The asphalt material flowed into 
drainage ditches in the area.  Health District officials worked with the City and Drainage District #1 
to make sure that the material was contained in a small area of the ditch.  Railroad crews worked 
to remove the trains and off load the contents.  A follow up investigation on Friday morning 
provided information that the clean up was in progress and the environmental hazards were being 
removed.  The Health District stayed in contact with the City Manager and offered any support 
necessary.  

 Chemical Release to the Water in Texas City – Galveston County Road and Bridge Department 
contacted the Air and Water Pollution Division to report a peculiar odor in the vicinity of their storm 
water pumping station located at Loop 197 South in Texas City.  Investigators travelled to the 
scene and detected a chemical odor at the pump station.  A source tracking investigation and 
sampling along with company submitted notification received that day led investigators to the 
source as coming from the waste water treatment plant at the BP Corporation. The chemical 
being released was toluene, a chemical solvent used in products such as exterior paints and 
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fingernail polish.  Once discovered the waste stream was diverted to an enclosed tank.  BP 
officials along with their cleanup contractor met with the US Coast Guard, the Health District and 
Road and Bridge to discuss plans to monitor the air in the pump station by BP.  The level of 
toluene in the water was diminishing as evidenced by water sampling. 

 Animal Services Staffing – All vacant positions have been filled at the Galveston County Animal 
Services Division.  Being fully staffed for the first time in quite a while and the recent change in 
hours of operation allows staff to have the shelter clean and safe before opening to the public 
each day.  

 

Office of Emergency Medical Services:  For more information, please contact Trey Frankovich, 

LP, EMS Director, (409) 765-2524 or tfrankovich@gchd.org or Mary McClure, GAAA Business Director, (409) 938-
2336 or mmcclure@gchd.org.  

 Mardi Gras - GAAA responded to 56 emergency calls on the Saturday of the Momus Grand Night 
Parade.  During the Mardi Gras weekend the crews utilized the EMTrac handheld computers to 
track patient conditions and transports.  This technology had been purchased by the County EOC 
for use by all County agencies for mass evacuations and disasters and was successfully field 
tested during this event.   

 Job Vacancies – GAAA NET operations are currently at full staff.  There are 7 paramedic level 
openings for the 911 operations with one applicant currently being processed. 

 Bolivar Operations - GAAA Bolivar operations will be changing on March 1st, 2010.  The three 
volunteer fire departments (Bolivar, Crystal Beach and High Island) requested to the County that 
they return to providing EMS on the peninsula.  The volunteer agencies will utilize their own 
ambulances and operate with variances that have been granted from the State to use a non-
certified driver to operate the ambulances if necessary.  GAAA’s role will be to provide two 
certified medics during the day Monday thru Friday and one Medic at night from Midnight Sunday 
until Midnight Friday.  The County is funding these paid first responders.  They will operate under 
GAAA protocols and will utilize a first responder vehicle for transport to the scene where they will 
meet the volunteer agencies ambulance.  Weekend operations will be covered by the volunteers. 

 Quality Assurance – GAAA has filled the Quality Assurance position with Wesley Roland, EMT-
P.  He will assure that GAAA is meeting all State mandates for QA and that GAAA is compliant 
with all DEA and DPS requirements. 

 Bariatric Patients – GAAA has coordinated with the City of Galveston and UTMB to explore the 
options for transport of the bariatric patients on the island in order to prevent injuries to staff.  The 
city has agreed to help with the cost for the purchase of any necessary equipment.  GAAA will be 
purchasing removable ramps and wenches as well as outfitting three Galveston units to accept 
the equipment. 

 Implementing a New NET Interlocal Agreement - After county legal review, the proposed new 
interlocal agreement for non-emergency transfers (NET) is now ready for review and execution.  
In 2008, post-Ike there was a $127,654 financial deficit.  Texas City’s Mayor Doyle in early 2009 
proposed changing the agreement such that cities no longer would be liable or recipients of NET 
year end losses/surpluses.  The modified agreement removes member cities from responsibility 
for yearend losses (and gains) and replaces that obligation with the County of Galveston.  
Unchanged is the cities’ responsibility for establishing ordinances that make GCHD the exclusive 
NET transfer provider in local jurisdictions.  If GCHD is unable to provide a timely transfer other 
designated ambulances, permitted in the jurisdiction to serve as backup may be used.  As of 
February 22nd, the following entities have approved and signed the agreement:  Galveston 
County, City of Bayou Vista, City of Dickinson, City of La Marque, The Village of Tiki Island, and 
the City of Texas City with one pending approval from the City of Hitchcock.   
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Disease & Disaster Preparedness: For additional information, contact Dana Beckham, DVM, Chief 

Epidemiologist, at (409) 938-2322 or email dbeckham@gchd.org or Mike Carr, Public Health Preparedness 
Manager, at (409) 938-2333 or email mcarr@gchd.org.   

 Bacterial Meningitis (Dickinson) – On February 5, the Health District received a report of a 
bacterial meningitis case in a Dickinson resident.  Epidemiology investigation revealed the 
probable cause of the bacterial meningitis was an anaerobe bacteria related to recent dental 
procedures.  Therefore, no post-exposure medication was warranted for household or close 
contacts. Meningitis is an inflammation of the membranes that cover the brain and spinal cord.   
The bacteria can mainly be spread from person to person through the exchange of respiratory and 
throat secretions.  Common symptoms of meningitis include high fever, headache, and stiff neck.  
In 2009, the Health District received 11 cases of bacterial meningitis. 

 Gastrointestinal Cluster in Assistant Living Facility (League City) - On February 5th, 
Epidemiology Services received a report of a possible gastro-intestinal (GI) outbreak at an 
assistant living facility in League City.  An environmental inspection and epidemiological 
investigation were conducted.  Investigations revealed the symptoms lasted 24 to 48 hours, no 
link identified with illness and food. Fifteen out of 108 residents experienced at least one of the 
following symptoms: nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or abdominal cramping.  The Health District 
provided CDC guidelines on disinfection of a facility experiencing gastro-intestinal outbreak and 
infection control procedures. The cause of the GI symptoms in residents could not be determined.  
Based on acute onset, symptoms and time range of symptoms, a possible cause could be related 
to a norovirus.  Noroviruses are a group of viruses that cause the “stomach flu,” or gastro-
intestinal symptoms in people.  The illness is self-limiting with symptoms lasting for about 1 or 2 
days. 

 Public Health Advisories – On February 3, 2010, Epidemiology Services disseminated a public 
health advisory to hospitals, healthcare providers, school nurses and emergency departments on 
the shortened shelf life of certain lots of the H1N1 vaccine.  The official CDC update stated that 
certain lots of Sanofi Pasteur H1N1 influenza vaccine in pre-filled syringes should be used by 
February 15, 2010, regardless of the expiration date printed on the package. This is to ensure that 
the vaccine is used while it remains within its potency specification.  There are no safety concerns 
with these lots of 2009 H1N1 vaccine. People who received vaccine from the lots identified with 
shortened shelf life do not need to take any action. The vaccine recalls did not have any impact on 
the Health District. For more information access: 
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/qa_recall.htm 

Public Health Preparedness: 
 Presentation to DSHS Public Health Emergency Preparedness Quarterly Meeting  - On 

January 27, 2010, Michael Carr, GCHD Public Health Emergency Preparedness Director spoke to 
the quarterly statewide meeting of Public Health Preparedness officials. The statewide group of 
approximately 85 was briefed on lessons learned from responding to Galveston County Public 
Health needs in the aftermath of Hurricane Ike.  The 45 minute presentation included a review of 
the pre-landfall operations including Medical Special Needs evacuation, Operations during the 
Hurricane Strike and recovery operations in the months following Ike.  

 Meeting with CDC Strategic National Stockpile Project Officer – GCHD Public Health 
Preparedness staff met with Debra Loveys, the CDC SNS Project Officer on February 2, 2010 at 
the DSHS Regional office.  During that meeting progress on readiness planning was discussed 
and issues addressed in meeting goals of the SNS deployment program were shared. 
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Signed RFP’s, Grants, Contracts & Agreements:   For more information, please contact 

Kristina M. Garcia, JD, Compliance Auditor, at (409) 938-2213 or email kgarcia@gchd.org 

 EMS Agreement for Ambulance Internship - With Training Division.com was signed by COO on 
February 9, 2010.  GAAA will provide students of the EMS academy with a clinical practice for 
EMT’s and Paramedics in the care of patients.  The term is from February 9, 2010 and will 
continue in effect for one (1) year and shall automatically renew for recurring one (1) year terms 
subject to the termination clause.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        

                                              
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      

Environmental Health Programs – Notices January 2010  
Animal Control (dogs running at large, no registration, cruelty, etc)  99 

Air Pollution (violation of state air regulations, permits, excessive emissions, etc)  3 

Food Services (violations of food service policy requiring voluntary closure, court 
actions, etc.)  

0 

Food Services (letters sent for operating with an expired food service permit)  9 

Public Health Nuisances (trash and high weeds, violations of health and safety code)  17 

On-Site Septic Systems (violation of on-site policy)  13 

Water Pollution (improper disposal, sewage leaks, grease trap violations, etc)  11 

A Monthly Report of 

The Galveston County Health District. 

For more information regarding this document, 

Contact Pisa Lewis, Executive Assistant, plewis@gchd.org or 

409-938-2401 or Kurt Koopmann, PIO, at 

kkoopman@gchd.org or 409-938-2211 
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