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Galveston Area Red Cross Directs Evacuees to Local Medical Facilities
Galveston – The Galveston County unit of the American Red Cross has been operating two shelters in Galveston County since Hurricane Katrina evacuees began arriving.  The shelters are currently located in Galveston at Moody Memorial Methodist Church, 2803 53rd Street, and in Texas City at First Baptist Church, 1400 9th Avenue N. 

Medical services, currently provided in shelters to meet immediate needs, will be redirected beginning Friday, September 9, to community medical facilities  such as 4C’s clinics and medical care services at the University of Texas Medical Branch.  This change will take place in collaboration with Red Cross community partners UTMB and the Galveston County health District. 
Many evacuees have been seeking assistance in getting medical prescriptions filled.  Prescriptions will continue to be provided through a program in collaboration with local retail stores and the Texas State Board of Pharmacy.  Guidelines have been established that evacuees must meet to obtain this service. Information on this program along with additional community resources is available on the Galveston County Health District’s web site at www.gchd.org/bt/katDSHSmeds.htm.  

Nurses will still be available in the shelters to provide triage and first aide services.  The shelters will also remain accessible for evacuees that may be seeking social services other than medical care.  
Medical services will be available at 4C’s Clinics in Texas City and Galveston.  For more information and a phone based NurseLine those seeking medical care can call (409) 938-2355 and if calling from north Galveston County (281) 309-0255.  NurseLine is available Monday through Friday, 8 am – 5 pm.  The Texas City 4C’s clinic is located at 2000 Texas Avenue, and the Galveston 4C’s clinic is at 4700 Broadway in Galveston’s Island Community Center. 

The University of Texas Medical Branch has established a Katrina information center with a single number – (409) 747-1206 – to answer all Katrina evacuee related questions, especially queries on medical concerns and information on community resources.  The line will be answered 24-hour-a-day, 7-days-a-week, and can help direct those in need to the appropriate resource.  A website, www.utmb.edu\katrina, has been established to share resource information online.  Another line, (409) 747-CARE or (409) 747-2273 also connects evacuees to medical care.  
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